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“THOSE
WHO WERE
SCATTERED
PREACHED
THE WORD
WHEREVER
THEY WENT”
ACTS 8:4

PREFACE
“Missions - Then, Now, and Forever”
God’s people have always been about missions. The oft-quoted words of Jesus,
spoken just before His miraculous ascension to heaven, continue to serve as a
clarion call to every reborn child of God:

In the next two decades, the vision was passed on from college students to young
professionals, singles, young marrieds, thriving families, and seasoned professionals
from all walks of life, all of whom carried the mission in their hearts and on their lips.

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. (Matthew 28:18-20)

In the early 1980s, as churches were planted beyond the borders of the United
States, the vision expanded from national to global, and disciples were called higher
to make the necessary sacrifices to take the gospel around the world. Many joined
mission teams and went to key cities in countries all over the world. Generous
missions contributions were given, resulting in hundreds of millions of dollars being
given over the last 35+ years. As a result of these financial and individual sacrifices,
coupled with significant growth among nationals converted throughout the world,
we now see congregations of mission-focused disciples planted in 150 countries
around the world. At every stage and in every place—from Albania to Zimbabwe—
the mission resides at the heart of who we are as a people.

In the first century, enthusiastic followers of Jesus took His words to heart. The
book of Acts is a history of explosive growth, as early disciples “preached the
word wherever they went” (Acts 8:4). From Jerusalem to Judea, Samaria, Asia
Minor, and westward to Rome and beyond, Paul could say, less than 30 years after
the resurrection, “This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed
to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant”
(Colossians 1:23).
Over the centuries, the fires of mission have flared up again and again. Starting
in the late 1960s in our fellowship, thousands of idealistic and energetic students
began to experience the joy of a relationship with God. As these students were
baptized into Christ, the mission was imprinted in their reconstituted spiritual DNA.
Utilizing the simple plan of Jesus—disciples making disciples—students were raised
up to serve in various leadership roles: as campus ministers, women’s ministry
leaders, house church leaders, Bible talk leaders, and more. Early on, the vision was
to train fresh leadership and begin campus ministries on all of the major colleges
throughout the United States.
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“THIS IS THE
GOSPEL THAT
YOU HEARD
AND THAT
HAS BEEN
PROCLAIMED
TO EVERY
CREATURE
UNDER HEAVEN,
AND OF WHICH
I, PAUL, HAVE
BECOME A
SERVANT”
COLOSSIANS 1:23

And how could it be otherwise? Mission is the heart of God, who so loved the
world that He gave His one and only Son. It is the heart of the Savior, who laid
down His life for the salvation of the world. It was the heart of Paul, who planted or
impacted churches “from Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum” (Romans 15:19).
It was the heart of the apostles, each one willing to shed blood for the mission.
And as foundational obedience to the second greatest commandment—to love our
neighbor as ourselves—it must always be our heart.
As a fellowship of churches working together to impact a world careening toward
judgment, this is who we have been, who we are, and who we will always be. May
we continually sacrifice our time, talent, and treasure to be faithful to the great
mission of Jesus.
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